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yaa °ayyatuha-n-nafsu-l-mutama*innah 
*arji Ti °11a rabbiki radiyatan mardiyyatah ¢ 
fa-dakhuli fi °ibadi * wa-dakhbuli jannati 
Oh you whose whose soul is at peace! 
Return to your Lord well pleased, well pleasing. 


Enter the ranks of my worshippers — and enter My Garden! 
(Siratu-l-Fajr 90:27-30) 
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Shaykh °Abu-l-° Abbas, may Allah 3& be content with him, said, “T 
was with the Shaykh in our travels to al-°Iskandariyyah when we 
were coming from the West. “I was seized by a state of such severe 
constraint and anguish (diqu shadid)) that I could hardly bear it. I 
went to Shaykh °Abu-l-Hasan 38 who took my measure and said, 
“Ahmad!” and I replied, “Yes my Lord (na‘am ya asidi).” 

He said, “°Adam *® was created by the hand of Allah 3% Who 
made the angels prostrate before him and then caused him to dwell 
in the garden for half a day — 500 years (khams@’tu “am) — and then 
sent him down to the Earth. By Allah, °Adam x» was not brought 
down to the earth to be lessened but to be fulfilled! He, praised be 
He on High, decided to bring him down to the earth before He 3% 
created him as we know from his words, 


as Ge oN ee debeg 
*inni ja‘ilun fi-l-°ardi kpalifah 
surely shall I place upon the earth a representative 
(Stratu-l-Bagarah 2:30) 
Allah 3% did not say a representative in the heavens or in the garden. 


“The descent of Adam x upon the earth was honorable (karamah) 
and was not shameful or ignominous and when he x worshiped 
Allah 3% in the Garden he worshiped him out of knowledge (bi-t- 
ta‘arif) and when he x worshiped him upon the earth he did by his 
direct command (bi-t-taklif). When the second augmented or was 
joined with the first he x2 was worthy of being the Khalifah. 


“You too have a share of °Adam x8! Your beginning was in the 
heavens of the Spirit (samda’i-r-rih) where you worshiped him in 
the Garden of Knowledge (janati-l-ma‘arif) and there you de- 
scended to the Earth of the Self (-ardu-n-nafs) to worship Him by 
His direct command. When the two worships are joined within you 
then you'll deserve to bea Kbalifah. - 


ASS 28 ae Ue va 35 OE oy 
tad GLNB pac meee 


wa-idh °akhatha ane min a aduina min dhuhtrihim 
dhurriyyatahum wa °asbhadahum ‘ala anfusihim 
°alastu bi-rabbikum ? galt bala shahidna! 


°Adam and Hawa° x@ — Beginnings 
When your Lord took out their descendants 
from the loins of the children of °Adam 
and made them testify against themselves: 
“Am I not your Lord?” they said, “We see that indeed You are!” 
(Stratu-l-° Araf 7:172) 
motos 

When we come to speak about and consider Sayyidina °Adam, and 
by extension, Sayyidah Hawa’, these are among the most important 
understandings: 
The first is that we must realise that it was the Plan of Allah 2& 
from the beginning to place a representative here upon the earth so 
that °Adam *2 was not brought down to the earth or somehow 
thrown out of the Garden to be lessened, but both °Adam and 
Hawa’ >< were sent to the earth to be fulfilled! 
Also another major understanding is that we Muslims, unlike 
Christians, do no believe in the idea of “original sin”, but rather 
understand that everyone is born in full pefection in accord with the 
Words of Allah 3: 


Jp gpa SON Ges 
laqada khalaqna-l-*ifisana fit °ahsani taqawim 


surely We created the human being in the best of forms 
(Stratu-t-Tin 95:4) 


This is a huge understanding and deserves an entire talk be given, 
especially in the Christian west, on just this subject, which we have 
done in part in one of our talks last year under the rubric “Who”. 


Further, before we even begin to discuss °Adam x as such we must 
make absolutely clear the primacy of Muhammad && in his pre-exis- 
tence, before °Adam x was even between clay and water. 
In a hadith related to us by at-Tirmidhi , the Prophet 2% says: 
“Awwalu ma khalaga-ahu nuran.” 
“The first [thing] created by Allah 3& was Light.” 


Allah 3% conceived His creation in the darkness of non-existence 
and with the light of His creative act — kun faya kin (3-4 5-S) — 
brought everything into existence. 
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The First Light created was like a shadow appearing against the 
dark background of non-existence. 


at-Tirmidhi also reprorted that the Prophet #% said, “The first thing 
Allah sw created was the Intellect (al-‘aql/J4+!).” He & also said, 
“The first thing that Allah 3% created was the Pen (al-galam/alil!).” 


The Intellect takes from Allah 3% without intermediary, the bearer 
of all known things. None of the knowledge of higher and lower 
being is hidden from it. It is the primordial light in its passive aspect 
as recipient of the knowledge of what is to be, while the Pen is the 
primordial light in its active aspect of writing this knowledge on the 
Guarded Tablet at the command of Allah 3. “The first thing that 
Allah 3% created was the Pen and He 3% said to it: “Write! So it 
wrote what is to be forever.” (at-Tabarani and Abu Nu’aym) 


From this First Light, all of creation, with all its many varied forms 
and meanings, unfolds till the end of time. This primordial light is 
called Light of Muhammad #% (naru-l-muhamaddiyyah/4ss.~ll 433) — 
which is the first light against the dark background of non-existence. 
In another variant it is related that Jabir ibn ‘Abd Allah @ said to 
the Prophet #: “O Messenger of Allah, may my father and mother 
be a sacrifice for you, tell me of the first thing Allah 3% created 
before all things.” He said: “O Jabir, the first thing Allah 3% 
created was the light of your Prophet from His light, and that light 
remained (lit. ‘turned’) in the midst of His Power for as long as He 
wished, and there was not, at that time, a Tablet or a Pen or a 
Paradise or a Fire or an angel or a heaven or an earth. And when 
Allah 3% wished to create creation, he divided that Light into four 
parts and from the first made the Pen, from the second the Tablet, 
from the third the Throne, [and from the fourth everything else].” 


“ana mina-l-lahi wa al-mu°miniina minni.” 
“Tam from Allah 3% 
and the people of belief are from me.” 


“eos 


inna-llaha khalaqa ruha-n-nabiyyi min dhatihi 
wa khalaqa al-°alama bi °asrihi min-ntri muhammadin .” 
“Truly, Allah created the Spirit of the Prophet from His Essence, 
then He created the whole Universe of forms 
and (veiled) all its secrets with the Light of Muhammad.” 
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Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Gilani g8, in his book Sirr al-asrar fi ma 
yahtaju ilayh al-’abrdar, said: “Know that since Allah 3% first 
created the soul of Muhammad #% from the light of His beauty, as 
He said: ‘I created Muhammad from the light of My Face,’ and as 
the Prophet & said: ‘The first thing Allah 3% created is my soul, 
and the first thing Allah 3% created is the Pen, and the first thing 
Allah 3% created is the Intellect? — what is meant by all this is one 
and the same thing, and that is the hagiqatu-l-muhammadiyyah 
(Ajs...J/ Li.i stl), However, it was named a light because it is 
completely purified from darkness, as Allah 3 said: “There has 
come to you from Allah 3% Light and a Clear Book.’ It was also 
named an Intellect (“agl/J4<) because it is the cause for the tranmis- 
sion of knowledge, and the Pen (galam/14) is the means by which it 
wrote in the world of letters. The Muhammadan soul (ar-rithu-l- 
muhammadiyyah/+¥2s++1\ ¢ 51!) is therefore the quintessence of all 
created things and the first of them and their origin.” 


The Prophet @ said: “I am from Allah 3% and the believers are 
from me, and Allah 3% created all souls from me in the spiritual 
world and He did so in the best form. It is the name of the totality of 
mankind in that primordial world, and after its creation by four 
thousand years, Allah 3% created the Throne (al-“arsh/o,—-41) from 
the Light of Muhammad himself a and from it the es : creation.” 


AS ost a ae o ae 
i “ 
ee ee A 9 Ret es earl 
wa-*idh °akhadha rabbuka mim-bani °4adama 
min dbuhtrihim dhurriyyatahum 
wa °ashhadahum “alaa °afifusihim °alastu bi-rabbikum ; 
qalu bala shahidana ; 
an taqulu yawma-l-qiyamati °inna kunna ‘afi hadha ghafilin 
When your Sustainer took out all their descendants 
from the loins of the children of Adam 
and made them testify against themselves ‘Am I not your Lord?’ 
they said, ‘We testify that indeed You are!’ 
Lest you say on the Day of Rising, “We knew nothing about this.’ 
(Stratu-l-A ‘raf 7:172) 
moje 
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So now we are almost where we were at the beginning but there are 
a few further things that must be clarified and these have to do with 
the understanding of cylical time. 


First of all in this time present cycle ‘Ali x is reported to have 
made precise reference in a conversation with one of his students, 
to the succession of Sages of Allah 3% who, from century to centu- 
ry, remain largely unknown to the majority of men. This was later 
to be known as silsilat al-‘irfan, the ‘succession of gnosis’; and it 
consists of all those who, from the time of Seth, the son of °Adam 
¥, down to those who took from ‘Ali x, be they Sunni, Shi‘a or 
Sufi, have been transmitters of the esoteric aspect of eternal prophe- 
cy.” Henry Corbin, (History of Islamic Philosophy, p72) 

But, perhaps more importantly, before °Adam x»@ was and the his- 
torical Muhammad % was, there were those who went before them. 


Indeed the key to understanding the identity of Shaytan rests within 
this, because °Iblis was a remnant of the previous cycle which in to 
his downfall from the sin of pride (I am better than him /ana ’ahsan 
minhu) as he thought of himself as better than °Adam 3. 


The cycle before “Adam x® (termed as “Pre-Adamic”) was a Cycle 
of Resurrection in which humankind enjoyed an exalted level of 
gnosis, spirituality and ethics. Allah 3 in the Qur°’an refers to Pre- 
Adamic humanity as being “one community” as in the verse: 
“Mankind was one community and Allah raised Prophets as bearers 
of good news and as warners and revealed to them the Book with 
Truth that it may judge between mankind concerning that in which 
aa differed,” 
xa 


Jee) ac ec eae So Bibels Sa). cc 


ke eS HS 


kana-n-nasu °ummatan wahidatan faba‘ ahha-llahu-n-nabiyyina 
mubashshirina wa munthirina wa °anzala ma‘ahumu-|-kitaba bi-l- 
haqqi li-yahhuma bayna-n-nasi fima *ikhtalaft 
(Stratu-l-Baqarah 2:213) 
But humanity began to turn away from the primordial religion of 
tawhid and began to differ amongst themselves, leading finally to a 
war in which *Iblis who was a prince and commanding general 
(which is why he was in the company of the Angels who aided him 
in the war (Baqarah 2:34) which preceded the beginning of the Cycle 
of °Adam x and the sending of the present line of Prophets ><. 
=f 
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Adamic Prophet Adam Mawiana Shith (Seth 
(4,050 BC 


Semitic Prophet Nuh (Noah) Mawlana Sam (Shem 


Scrolls of Adam 


Abrahamic Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) Mawiana Ismail (Ishmael 
(2,000 BC Mawlana Ishaq (Isaac) 


Mosaic Prophet Musa (Moses) Mawlara ‘Adnan 
(1,400 BC Mawiana Harun (Aaron) 
Christic Prophet ‘Isa (Jesus) Mawlana Khuzaymah 
(33 AD) Mawtana Yagub (James) 
Muhammadan Prophet Muhammad Mawlana ‘Ali Qur'an 
(610 AD (Last Prophet 
Resurrection Hodrot Qa’im al-Qiyamah Higiatu?-Qa im niversal To wil 
(Lord of Resurrection (Proof of crim 7 


It is the Cycle above that we hope to explore over the course of this 
year’s series of talks at the Islamic Study Center which will deal 
with the various Prophets 2@ of the present cycle (above) who are 
known collectively, and referred to, as the °Ulu-l- “Azm (¢ ee Sars FD) 
or the Possessors of strong will and perseverance. (337 7) 46: 35) 


midge ess PLE 
Mb Esai sac x 


wa-°idh °akhadhna mina-n-nabiyyina mithaqahum wa minka 
wa min nuthin wa°ibrahima wa misa wa “isa-bni-maryama 
wa °akhadhna minhum mithagan ghalidha 
When We made a covenant with all the Prophets — with you 
and with Nuh and Ibrahim and Misa and “Isa son of Maryam — 
We made a binding covenant with them. 
(Stiratu-l-°Ahzab 33:7) 

The following verse of the Qur°an serves as the basis for this theory 
of Cyclical Time which takes the view that the history of hu- 
mankind is comprised of different Vis isi or eee e 


AN be 3 “rks Nie EN GLE cil a 
Allahu-l-ladhi oo wa-l-arda 
wa ma baynahuma fi sittati °ayyam 
It is Allah who created the heavens and the earth 


and everything between them in six days. 
(Stratu-s-Sajda 32:4) 
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The Cycle of every prophet is his ‘day’. The time in which we are 
now living is the time of Muhammad #% — the days of Adam, Nuh, 
“Ibrahim, Misa and ‘Isa 2¢% and the other prophets are past. Allah 
3 created the lifetime of this world during the span of the prophet- 
hood of six prophets, each of whom had his cycle and his revelation. 


The Cycle before °Adam x (termed as “Pre-Adamic”) was a Cycle 
of Resurrection in which humankind enjoyed an exalted level of 
gnosis, spirituality and ethics. 

Furthermore it is known that over time Allah 3% has sent a hundred 
and twenty four thousand (124,000) prophets ("ambiya’a/nabiyin) 
who were then filtered down to three hundred and thirteen (313) 
messengers (rusul/murasalin), twenty five (25) of whose names are 
mentioned in the Qur°an. Of these Allah 2% then chose five (5) as 
their leaders known as ’?Ula@?-I-‘Azmi (p37 1s 45!) whose Names we 
have mentioned above may Allah 3% have mercy upon them all. 
This is how Allah 3% introduces them to us at the very end of 
Suratu-l-Ahqaf. 


1p? y 

5 ee eo Ne ey 
oy Al lyoks ols 

fa-s-bir kama sabara° °ulua-l-°azmi mina-r-rustl 
Be patient just as those messengers who were steadfast were patient. 
(Stratu-l-Ahqaf 46:35) 

If we have digressed a bit it is only because of this information, and 
more that rests beneath, which remains unknown to many Muslims, 
as, if we are to speak about °Adam and Hawa? 38, it is important to 
know that they are not simply the beginning of our beings in the 
present but that there is also a long history that goes before them 
and that they dwell in the company of the many rather than the few. 


Also before going on I wish to draw the reader/listener’s attention 
once again to this important idea, that what happened was all part of 
the plan of Allah 3% to establish representatives (khulafa°) upon this 
earth and that we shoud always regard our parents, °Adam and 
Hawa? x, as such with the utmost respect and, indeed, reverence. 


In the Qur°an we first come across the historical °Adam *2 when 
Allah 3 is in the process of creating him from clay though there is 
a reference to both him and Hawa? earlier on in the saying of Allah 
3 that they are both created from one soul in spite of the confusion 
which has arisen from faulty translation or mis-understanding of an 
hadith in °Imam Bukhari’s Kitab — ’Ahadith al-’?ambiya. 

pay es 
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That hadith would seem to imply that Hawa’ was created from one 
of the ribs of °Adam, but this is a mistaken, or perhaps, a mis-un- 
derstood understanding as Allah ae clearly say in an ° ve of Qur’an: 


idole pi SSL galls apace 
dash eee, kehenis sera ve 


yaa °ayyuha-n-nasu °ittaqi rabbakumu-l-ladhi khalaqakum 
mifi-nafsifiw-wahidatin wa khalaqa minha zawjaha 
wa baththa min huma rijalan kathirafi-wa nisa° 
O people! Fear your Lord who created you from a single soul 
and made from her his mate 
and from the two scattered [like seeds] countless men and women. 
(Stiratu-n-Nisa°4: 1) 
=e i 

With that as background and hopefully understood let us turn to the 
account of the creation of >Adam (and — by extension — Hawa’): 


5 fella a Slalg 5. NANA J 


wa laqada khalaqna-l-°insana min salsalin min hama*in masniin 


We created the human from ringing clay, from moulded mud; 
(Stratu-l- ml 15:26) 


hdl ols al vals 


wa laqada khalaqana-l-°insana min sulalatin min tin 
"And indeed We created man (°Adam) out of an extract of clay. 
(Stratu-l-Mu’minin 23:12). 
Ibn Kathir mentioned what can be summarized as: Allah 2% 
describes the beginning of creation with °Adam x who was made 
from extracts of clay of altered black smooth mud. Ibn-Jarir also 
said that °Adam’s x name is derived from the word “mud” because 
he was created from it. Moreover, Qatada said that °Adam x2 came 
out of mud, hence, he is a creature of the soil. In addition, the 
Prophet #&% said, “Allah has created °Adam from a handful from all 
earth, so the sons of °Adam are similar to earth, some of them are 
red or white or black and in between; evil or good and in between.” 
In the Safwat at-Tafasir (The Essence of Interpretations), there is an 
interpretation that the °ayat can be translated as, “And indeed We 
created (Adam) out of an extract of clay (water and earth).” 
='8 = 
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Clay (tin/s——4) is earth mixed with water and is mentioned in some 
other °ayat like: “and He began the creation of man from clay.” 
(Strah-s-Sajdah 32:7), “He it is Who has created you from clay: 
(Stratu-l-An’am 6:2), “And indeed We created man out of an ex- 
tract of clay (water and earth).” (Stratu-l-Mu°’miniin 23:12 referred 
to above). Jin also has a meaning of an extract that is taken out of 
something in secret or is that which can be drawn out or separated 
from something else. These, in any case, are the meanings of the 
world in the Arabic language for we must always go back to reach 
an understanding of what Allah 3% is talking about or referring to. 


There i IS also the sense of tin mess something sony or despicable. 
Chale, WIASIE RLM de ooM, ISOS 


wa*idh quina li-l-mala°ikati °usjudi li-°adama 
fa-sajadiiu*illa *iblisa qala °asjudu li-mafi khalaqta tin 
When We asked the angels to bow before °Adam, 
they all bowed down (sajadi) but °Iblis, who said: 
“How can I bow before him whom You created from clay?” 
(Stirau-l-*Isra° 17:61) 


i oe 7a Teak Ay Keun Certs: 


apes ma mana‘aka °alla tasjuda °idh >4martuka 

qala ana khayrun minhu khalaqtani mifi narin wa khalaqtahu min tin 
(Allah) said: 
“What prevented you from prostrating when I ordered you?” 
He said: “I am better than he is: 
You created me from fire, and him from clay.’ 
(Suratu-l-°Ar°af 7:12) 

Regarding the link between humans and clay: we depend on plants 
as our main food resource. The roots of plants absorb material 
dissolved in the water, which is stored between soil particles. Plants 
grow and produce different crops that we and the herbivores eat. 
Even creatures that eat both meat and plants like us, or those that eat 
meat only (carnivores), live, thrive, and grow depending on this 
blend absorbed by plants from the space between clay particles, and 
which turn into clay, and then into mud by watering. That is why 
Allah & created plants before animals and humans, because plants 
are the means to transform ground substances into the food chains 
which are necessary for human and animal survival. 
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°Adam and Hawa? x@ — Beginnings 
Allah 3% says what can be translated as: 
“And indeed We created man (°Adam) out of an extract of clay” 
(Stratu-l-Mu°’mintn: 23:12). 
“Who made everything He has created good, and He began the 
creation of man from clay” (Stratu-s-Sajdah 32:7). 
“And Allah has brought you forth from the (dust of) earth. 
Afterwards He will return you into it (the earth), and bring you 
forth” (again on the Day of Resurrection) (Strah Nuh: 71:17-18). 
Also the Words of Allah 3% said by His slave and Messenger Saleh 
x when he spoke to his people: “Oh my people! Worship Allah: 
you have no other °*1ah but Him. He brought you forth from the 
earth and settled you therein.” (Surah Hud: 11:61) 
Indeed the Prophet #& said that the elements from which man is 
created gather in a bone at the end of the vertebral column (the 
coccyx), which he #% called the “‘tail-tip of the spinal chord”. 
According to the Prophet %, this bone is the size of a mustard grain, 
and does not decay or get consumed by earth after death. Scientific 
research has proved the authenticity of this statement: (Hans 
Spemann, 1935). The Prophet % added in the hadith that on the 
Day of Judgment, Allah 3% will cause water to descend from the 
sky and people will sprout from their coccyx, like plants from seeds. 


After death, human bodies start to decompose and transform into 
clay extracts before they merge with the soil. The relation between 
the human body and soil with its water content (mud) reasserts by 
the huge correspondence between their chemical structures. The 
growth of the human body (from the embryonic stage up to 
maturity) depends on some ground substances and their dissolved 
compounds. These substances are stored between the clay particles 
that form the earth’s soil, which plants transform in accord with the 
designs of Allah 3% into fruits and crops edible for man. They are 
also transformed into grass, which is eaten by animals, making food 
for man. This marvelous food chain, in which plants play an 
enormous role, originates in the clay extract which consists of many 
substances and compounds absorbed by plant roots. 
ome 

All of this goes to support our understanding based on earlier 
Qur°anic °ayat that the coming of °Adam and Hawa? x@ to this earth 
was not in truth a punishment but rather an integral part of the plan 
of Allah 3% that we still do not truly fathom and only see the edges of. 


~10- 


°Adam and Hawa° x@ — Beginnings 


+ el gb SAILS - Valeo wn Sev 
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let Sad Jess ital AZ 
"8 aa Sl ‘ails 


ma lakum 1a tarjiina lillahi- waqaran * wa qada khalaqakum atwara 

°alam taraw kayfa khalaga-llahu sab‘a samawatin tibaqa ° 

wa ja‘ala-l-qamara fi hinna nuran wa ja‘ala-sh-shamsa siraja ° 

“What is the matter with you, 
that you are not conscious of the majesty of Allah, 
seeing that it is He Who has created you in diverse stages? 
Don’t you see how Allah has created the seven heavens 
one above another, and made the moon a light in their midst, 
and made the sun as a (glorious) lamp? 


And Allah has produced you from the earth, growing (gradually).” 
(Sirah Nuh 71:13-17) 
ook 

If we go back to the °ayat in Stratu-l-Bagarah 2:34, the meaning of 
which is, “Remember when We said to the angels: “Prostrate your- 
self before Adam’ They prostrated except *Iblis, he refused and was 
proud and was one of the disbelievers (disobedient to Allah).” 

And though *Iblis refused outright to prostrate even the Angels 
were a bit skeptical of prostrating, saying, “Will You place therein 
those who will make mischief therein and shed blood, while we glo- 
rify You with praises and thanks (exalted be You above all that they 
associate with You as partners) and sanctify You?” 


Allah 3% told them, Bd ge €SE-, 
, WY, Gas \. | | 
inni alamu ma 1a ta°lamin 
I know what you do not 
(Suratu-l-Bagarah 2:30) 
And then Allah 3% taught °Adam all the names of everything; then 
He showed them to the angels and said: “Tell Me the names of these 
if you are truthful.” They (the angels) said: “Glory be to You, we 


have no knowledge except what You have taught us. Verily, it is 
You, the All-Knower, the All-Wise.” 
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°Adam and Hawa° x@ — Beginnings 
He said: “Oh °Adam! Inform them of their names," and when he 
had informed them of their names, He said: “Did I not tell you that I 
know the unseen in the heavens and the earth, and I know what you 
reveal and what you have been hiding?" 
And here is another great miracle of Allah 3%: the proof of the utter 
falaciousness of the ideas of all the evolutionists, materialists and 
secularists who who would have us believe that °Adam and Hawa? 
42 somehow are the logical extension of the primates of this earth. 

Only humans speak! 

Monkeys and primates don’t speak because they have no voice box 
and it is precisely that voice box from whence comes the miracle of 
speech which humans alone are capable of and which are the proof 
of the saying of Allah sy: 


WeteSpslales 


wa ‘allama °adama-l-asmaa° kullaha 


Allah 3 “taught °Adam all the names of everything...” 
(Stratu-l-Bagarah 2:30) 
Now if Allah 3% taught °Adam :@ the names of every thing we 
would have to ask, where else did He begin in teaching the names but 
in teaching the Greatest Name which is the Name of Allah 3&, itself. 


Allah 2% says regarding that Name: 


pol Sip clegecs 
fa-sabbih bi-s-mi rabbika- 1. adhim 


“So praise the Name of your Lord, the Supreme.” 
(Stratu-l-Wa‘qiah 56:74) 


—and Allah 3%& says nea in ag same aes 
fa- sabbih be s-mi ae iy adhim 


“So praise the Name of your Lord, the Supreme.” 
(Stratu-l-Wa‘qiah 56:74) 


— and then in Suratu-l-Haaaqqah He 3 reiterates the command: 


isla bgecs 
fa-sabbih bi-s-mi rabbika- ‘= adhim 


“So praise the Name of your Lord, the Supreme.” 
(Stratu-l-Haaaqqah 69:72) 
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— and further clarfies the we that goes with the command: 


p aye Sock pal Sos 


wa-dhkuri °isma ae wa tabattal ilayhi tabtilan 
“And remember the Name of your Lord 
and devote yourself to Him with utter devotion” 
(Stiratu-l-Muzzammil 73:8) 


— and when this command is to be put into action: 


Sols (olin Lob 


wa-dbkuri °isma rabbika bukratan wa asila 
“And remember the Name of your Lord morning and evening 
and devote yourself to Him with utter devotion” 
(Suratu-l-Muzzammil 73:8) 
— and undoubtedly after Allah 3% taught °Adam 3@ the Greatest 
Name He went on to teach °Adam & all His Names beginning with: 


ro wis 


bi-smi-llahi- r-rahmani- -I- -rahim 
in the Name of Allah, 
The Universally Merciful, the Singularly Compassionate 
(Suratu-l-Fatihah 1:1) 
— and, perhaps, continued: 
ge laces 0 oo aera reer ae san - 
iaiae \, hel nee ee aati 
eatlhce\ie eid cee oy eee ene 


eos aoe gah A ron en 6 a lah 
al-Malik, al- Quddus, as-Salam, al-Mu°min, al-Muhaymin, al-° Aziz, 
al-Jabbar, al-Mutakabbir, al-Khaliq, al-Bari°, al-Musawwir, al-Ghaffar, 
al-Qahhar, al-Wahhab, ar-Razzaq, al-Fattah, al-°Altm, al-Qabid, 
al-Basit, al-Khafid, ar-Rafi’, al-Mu‘izz, Al-Mu°dhill, as-Sami, 
al-Basir, al-Hakam, al-° Ad, al-Latif, al-Khabir, al-Halim, al-°Adhim, 
al-Ghafir, ash-Shakir, al-°Aliyy, al-Kabir, al-Hafidh, al-Mugit, 
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al-Hasib, al-Jalil, al-Karim, ar-Raqib, al-Mujib, al-Wasi°, al-Hakim, 
al-Wadid, al-Majid, al-Ba‘ith, ash-Shahid, al-Haqq, al-Wakil, 
al-Qawwiyy, al-Matin, al-Waliyy, al-Hamid, al-Muhsi, al-Mubdi‘, 
al-Mu ‘id, al-Muhyi, al-Mumit, al-Hayy, al-Qayyiim, al-Wajid, 
al-Majid, al-Wahid, al-°Ahad, as-Samad, al-Qadir, al-Mugtadir, 
al-Mugaddim, al-Mu’akhkhir, al-° Awwal, al-°Akhir, adh-Dhahir, 
al-Batin, al-Wali, al-Muta“ali, al-Barr, at-Tawwab, al-Muntaqim, 
al-Afuww, ar-Ra°uf, Malik-ul-Mulk, Dhu-1-Jalali-wa-l-°*Ikram, 
al-Mugsit, al-Jami, al-Ghaniyy, al-Mughni, al-Mani°, ad-Darr, an-Nafi, 
an-Nir, al-Hadi, al-Badi, al-Baqi, al-Warith, ar-Rashid, as-Sabur 
The Peace and Blessing, The Granter of Security, The Guardian, 
The Almighty, The Compeller, The Tremendous, The Creator, 
The Rightful, The Fashioner of Forms,The Ever Forgiving, 

The All, Compelling Subduer, The Bestower, The Ever Providing, 
The Opener, The All Knowing, The Restrainer, The Expander, 
The Abaser, The Exalter, The Giver of Honour, 

The Giver of Dishonour, The All Hearing, The All Seeing, The Judge, 
The Utterly Just, The Gentle, The All Aware, The Forbearing, 
The Magnificent, The All Forgiving, The Grateful, The Sublimely 
Exalted, The Great, The Preserver, The Nourisher, 

The Bringer of Judgment, The Majestic, The Bountiful, The Watchful, 
The Answerer, The Vast, The Wise, The One who Loves, 

The All Glorious, The Raiser of The Dead, The Witness, The Truth, 
The Trustee, The Strong, The Firm, The Protecting Friend, 

The All Praiseworthy, The Accounter, The Producer, 

The Restorer, The Giver of Life, The Bringer of Death, 

The Ever Living, The Self Subsisting Provider, The Perceiver, 
The Illustrious, The Unique, The One, The Self Sufficient, 

The All Able, The Dominant, The Expediter, The Delayer, The First, 
The Last , The All, Victorious, The Hidden, The Patron, 

The Self Exalted, The Most Kind and Righteous, The Ever Returning, 
The Avenger, The Pardoner, The, Compassionate, 

The Owner of All Sovereignty, The Lord of Majesty and Generosity, 
The Equitable, The Gatherer, The All Rich, The Enricher, 

The Defender, The Afflictor, The Benefactor, The Light, The Guide, 
The Incomparable, The Ever Enduring, The Heir, The Guide, 

The Patient 


=e 
And these are only 99 Names derived directly from the Qur°an, but 


there are 1001 Names that can indirectly be derived from the Qur°an! 
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And then perhaps Allah 3& began to teach °Adam x the names of 
the birds, and the fishes, and the bees, and the trees, and the flowers, 
and the winds, and the clouds, and the bodies of water and the lay of 
the land, the ridges, the valleys, the mountains, the deserts and plains, 
until Allah 3& taught °Adam x all the names including ones we 
don’t even know in languages we can’t begin to imagine. 

But in any case as Allah ay has told us: - 


A yey eye L 
WaleS|Z3\alss 
wa ‘allama °Adama-l-asmaa° kullaha 


Allah 3 “taught °Adam all the names of everything...” 
(Stratu-l-Bagarah 2:30) 


So when Allah says to the Angels in the company of *Iblis 
SAM Dep dE SOME 5 


wa*idh qulna li-l-mala°ikati °usjudi li-°adama 
fa-sajadui*illa °iblisa 7 
When We asked the angels to bow before °Adam, 
they all bowed down (sajadit) but *Iblis. 
(Strau-l-*Isra° 17:61) 
We can perhaps understand why they did and why he didn’t. 
What an incomparable teaching and what incomparable knowledge 
>Adam x was made heir t to. ee it is as Allah 3% has said: 


ae - i 5 | 
inni ane ma 14 ta°lamiin 
I know what you do not 
(Stratu-l-Baqarah 2:30) 


and then Allah 3% blew into °Adam His Spirit, 


wear nee sans 
Thumma sawwahu wa nafakha fihi mir-ruhih 
(Stratu-s-Sajdah 32:9) 
And if all of what proceeded were not enough, this act of blowing 
in-to °Adam 3 of His Spirit has to be the deciding factor in why all 
the Angels bowed down in sajdah to the Spirit of Allah 3%, and the 
ultimate arrogance of *Iblis who would not bow down no matter 
that he was made of fire and °Adam x of clay, yet did °Adam »@ 
had within his se/f that which *Iblis could never even imagine. 
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All of this is in accord with the order of Allah 3% 


Spd 2 aaah send eobgesclSh 
fa-°idfa sawwaytuhu wa nafakhtu fthi min ruhi faqa‘t lahu sajidin 
When I have formed him and breathed My Spirit into him, 
fall down in prostration to him! 
(Stirah Saaawd 38:72) 

The enmity of *Iblis, being of fire, friend of Angels and the former 
victorious military commander of the last war between the forces of 
good and evil of the previous cycle, stems from this point in time 
and space. Forever after, and until the present, *Iblis in his degener- 
ate form known as Shaytan is the implacable enemy of °Adam and 
Hawa?° x@ and their sons and daughters throughout all of time. 
The single enemy of °Iblis are human beings and his utlimate and 
daa ge is to discourage humans from obeying Allah 2. 


ENS B4535 es eer Jb 
“pall RAISIN 


qala rabbi bi-ma aghwaytani 14a °Uzayyinanna lahum fi-l-ardi 
wa la °ughwiyannahum ajma‘in 
“1114 “ibadaka minhumu-l-mukhlasin 
He (*Iblis) said, ‘My Lord, because You misled me, 
I will make things on the earth seem good to them 
and I will mislead them all, every one of them, 


ee the purified chosen ones among Your creatures. 
(Stratu-1- Hijr 15:29-30) L 


melioi i A js Lalla elise gel Jb 
“pee EEN AE 55-91 Saas 


gala fabima aghwaytani la aq*udanna sean sirataka- l-mustaqim: 
thumma la atiyannahum min bayni aydihim wa min khalfihim 
wa ‘an aymanihim wa “an shamaa*ilihim 
wa 1a tajidu aktharahum shakirin 
He (Iblis) said, “By Your misguidance of me, 
I will lie in ambush for them on your straight path. 
Then I will come at them, from in front of them and behind them, 
from their right and from their left. 
You will not find most of them thankful. 
(Stratu-l-° Araf 7:16-17) 
—16- 


°Adam and Hawa? x@ — Beginnings 


He has such confidence in ensnaring his victims that he openly de- 
clares his strategy of approaching them from all sides and making 
them succumb to his temptations. 


The first victims of °Iblis were Adam and Hawa’, ’, Allah 3 says, 


lela gelie anes 
ued Faery oN BSS 5 Ad SC Leal 


fa-azallahuma-sh- sbaytanu “anha 
fa-°akbrajahuma mimma kana fihi 
wa qulna *ihbitt' ba‘dukum li-ba°din ‘aduwwun 
wa lakum fi-l-ardi mustaqarrun wa matt°un °114 hin 
“Then the Shaytan made them slip there from (the Paradise), 
and got them out from that in which they were. 
We said: “Get you down, all, with enmity between yourselves. 
On earth will be a dwelling place for you 
and an enjoyment for a time.” 
(Stratu-l-Bagarah 2:36) 

“..and an enjoyment for a time” 
is what Shaytan makes the most of. He, waiting in ambush, makes 
the world appear beautiful and attractive and works on ways to lure 
human beings, limit their perspective to the gains, pleasures and en- 
joyment of this world alone, and make them forget Allah 3%. His 
ultimate goal is to make people go astray and eventually to turn 
them into disbelievers, or non-believers. The manner in which 
Shaytan pursues that goal varies in accordance with the interests 
and inclinations of his victims. For example, he uses piety to attack 
the pious; scholarly disciplines to attack scholars; false reasoning 
and logic for those who take pride in being knowledgeable, and ig- 
norance to attack the ignorant. 
Allah 3% has yee us: 


wa fs tattabi‘T Tsnieat: sh- oe) 
°innahu lakum ‘aduwwun mubin 
and do not follow in the footsteps of Shaytan. 
He is an outright enemy to you. 
( Stratu-l-°An‘am 6:42) 
He follows up that warning up with a further warning containing a 
very deep meaning. 
Te 
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Hass Z on Ne SERS 
isljakeg deiclkcfet 


ya bani nix 1a yaftinannakumu- sh- a 
kama akhraja °abawaykum mina-l-jannati: 
yanzi‘u ‘anhuma libasahuma li-yuriyahuma saw°atihima 
“O Children of Adam! Do no let Shaytan deceive you! 

He seduced your parents to go forth from the Garden, 
stripping them of their clothes and disclosing to them their nakedness.” 
(Stratu-l-°Araf 7:27) 

That is, he deprived them of their garment of G-d-consciousness in 
order to make them aware of their nakedness, and made them aware 
of their sexual desire or what Allah 3% calls as-sa ‘ir ( el ') or the 


Searing Blaze. . 
(Bue ‘alt cena 
al Aeo| ls 3 SAS ye fou > 9 3 


°inna-sh-shaytana lakum “aduwwun fa- eatin “aduwwan 
°innama yad‘t hizbahu li-yakiint min ashabi-s-sa‘ir 
Shaytan is your enemy so treat him as an enemy. 
He summons his party to be among the people of the Searing Blaze. 
(Stratu-l-Fatir 35:6) 
Which is to say the overwhelming and blinding desire for the 
‘naked other’ which causes one to loose contact with one’s G-d- 
consciousness and be left to be ravaged by the fires of desire. 
Put in a, perhaps, simplistic way we can say this is a lesson about 
what happens when a man and a woman take their eyes off of Allah 
3 and focus instead on one another — who allow themselves, and 
specifically their sexuality, to become the focus. 
Everything that happens among the children of °Adam and Hawa? 
x of kufr or the covering up of the Truth, by way of the public 
wanton display of women’s beauty or man’s flamboyant macho dis- 
plays of aggressiveness and cruelty, of murder, enmity, hatred, the 
spread of immorality and fornication, drinking of alcohol and abuse 
of drugs, worship of the gods of materialism etc., is all the work of 
Shaytan to corrupt mankind and to drive people from following the 
way of Allah 3%. Shaytan is constantly engaged in his work and our 
task is to fend off his plans and, instead, focus ourselves on Allah 2. 
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Allah 3& says: 


Jrclliga tN 553 Socal Sole we 


wa “imma yanzaghannaka mina-sh-shaytani ney 
fa-°sta°idh bi-llahi °innahu huwa-s-sami‘u-‘alim 
“And if an evil whisper from Shaytan tries to turn you away, 
then seek refuge in Allah. 
Surely, He is the All Hearer, the All Knower” 


(Suratu-l-Fussilat 41 36) 
B\ses) Ue 


wa qala-sh-shaytanu lamma qudiya- 4° °amru °inna-llaha wa‘adakum 
wa‘ da-l-haqqi wa wa‘adtukum fa °akhlaftukum 
wa ma kana liya ‘alaykum min sultanin °i114a °an da°awtukum 
fa-stajabtum li fala talimuni wa limut °’anfusakum 
“And Shaytan will say when the matter has been decided: 
‘Truly, Allah promised you a promise of truth. 
And I too promised you, but I betrayed you. 
I had no authority over you except that I called you, 
and you responded to me. 
So do not blame me, but blame yourselves. 
I cannot help you, nor can you help me. 
I deny your former act in associating me as a partner with Allah. 


Truly, there is a painful torment for those who oppress themselves.” 
(Strah Ibrahim: 14:22) 


omo joss 
So this much is clear, that the Shaytan is our unrelenting implacable 
enemy just as he was the enemy of our mothers and fathers and, in 
the end and beginning, our original parents: °>Adam and Hawa? x. 
Just as it must remain clearly before that this is and was all part of 
the plan of Allah 3% in accord with His ee at the beginning. 


AS NI Bele 3 


*inni ja‘ilun fi-l-°ardi kpalifah 


surely shall I place upon the earth a representative 
(Stratu-l-Bagarah 2:30) 
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Let us go back to when °Adam and Hawa? x@ lived in the Garden 
where they lived the dream of all human beings. Allah 3% permitted 
them to approach and enjoy everything contained in that Garden ex- 
cept for one tree. What that tree is or was we do not truly know but 
what we know is that Allah a clearly said to our parents. 


odds bez Me Neonk [as oes SC/ST nay 
MBSE Cats 


wa qulna ya °adamu °uskun °afita wa zawjuka-l-jannata 
wa kula minha raghadan haythu sh°tuma 
wa 1a taqraba hadhihi-sh-shajarata fa-takiina mina dh-dhalimin 
We said, “Adam, live in the Garden, you and your wife, 
and eat freely from it wherever you will. 
But do not approach this tree 
lest you become oppressors of your own selves (dhdlimin) .” 
(Suratu-l-Bagarah 2:35) 
°Adam and Hawa’ x@ understood that they were forbidden to eat the 
fruit of that tree. °Adam x was however a human being and man 
tends to forget. His heart changes and his will weakens. °Iblis sum- 
moned all the envy within him and he took advantage of the human- 
ness of our parents to exploit them. He started to whisper to °Adam 
x day after day, tempting him, saying: “Shall I guide you to the 
Tree of So the Kingdom « of Eternal Life?”...and, 


ie e sie Gps ckissd lt) gare 
a) Els ae BSSON ESE Mics oa elo AG 
‘oS Ser 


fa-waswasa lahuma-sh- sbaytanu li-yubdiya lahuma 
ma wiriya ‘anhuma min saw°atihima 
wa qala ma nahakuma rabbukuma “an hadhihi-sh-shajarati 
*1114 an taktina malakayni °aw takiina mina-l-khalidin 
wa qasamahuma °inni lakuma lamin-n-nasihin 
Then Shaytan whispered to them, disclosing to them their nakedness 
that had been (before that) concealed from them. 

He said, “Your Lord has only forbidden you this tree 
lest you become angels or among those who live for ever. 
And he swore to them: “Truly, Iam your sincere advisor.” 

(Suratu-l-° Araf 7:20-21) 
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We do not know what °Adam x thought to himself, for Allah sy: 
has not informed us of this, but we can imagine, perhaps, some of 
the thoughts he might have entertained including, “What will really 
happen if I eat from this tree? Might it truly be the Tree of Im- 
mortality? Might I live forever? Might I become an Angel?” 

Years went by, and °Adam and Hawa’ ¥@ were preoccupied with 
not only thoughts of the tree but also, conceivably, their own naked- 
ness and sexuality which had become apparent to them. 

Then the day came when they finally decided together [and here it 
is important to again understand the difference between the Judeo- 
Christian narrative of both original sin and Eve’s responsiblity 
rather than their mutual responsibility in the matter] to eat of its 
fruit. They disregarded the order and warning of Allah 3% and the 
nature of °Iblis who was their sworn enemy. °Adam > stretched out 
his hand, picked one of the fruits and offered it to Hawa’ #@ and 
they both ate of fruit of the forbidden tree. 


Allah aw tells us: 


ceo sts ea) [oleh op salt sls 9 Alas 


SNS Sk ell leone Sycklas 
Grease La 


fadallahuma bi- iene fa lamnins dhaqa-sh-shajarata badat lahuma 
saw°atuhuma wa ta‘qa yakhsifani ‘“alayhima mifiw-waraqi-l-jannati 
wa nadahuma rabbuhuma alam anhakuma “an tilkuma-sh-shajarati 
wa aqul lakuma °inna -sh-shaytana lakuma ‘aduwwun mubin 
Thus he led them on by deception and when they tasted the tree, 
[the real nature of] their private parts was revealed to them, 
and they began to cover themselves with leaves from the Garden. 
And their Lord called out to them: 
"Did I not prohibit you (to eat) from that tree, 


and did I not say to you that Shaytan is a manifest enemy to you?” 
aes 1-°Araf 7:22) 


Gen Ol ee 


wa ‘asa °adamu rabbahu fa-ghawa 
Thus °Adam disobeyed His Lord, and allowed himself to be misled. 
(Stra Ta Ha 20:21) 
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Regarding their discovery of what is sometimes delicately referred 
to as their “private parts’ or, perhaps, more frankly their nakedness 
and all that is involved with that awareness, which Allah 3% men- 
tions both in Siratu-l-° Araf 7:20-21 and then in Sirah Ta Ha 20:21: 
from my own perspective I see that they were always aware of their 
private parts and their nakedness, for how could they not be seeing 
that they did not begin to wear any coverings until after the fact, it 
did not troubke them. It appears to me that not until they had eaten 
the fruit did they feel ‘shame’ leading me to understand that the eat- 
ing of the fruit and the consumation of their sexuality was simulta- 
neous and, indeed, a way of saying the same thing. 

Due to the years of a colonialism and the accompanying prudish 
Victorian sentimentality surrounding the whole question nakedness 
and sexuality (which I might hasten to add is the only way we got 
here to think much less even talk about it) Muslim thinkers and 
scholars have somewhat delicately avoided the subject but I for one 
wonder if that time is not past and that this is something which has 
to be seen for what it is and the deeper ramifications of “eating the 
fruit” have both to be discussed and understood by the ‘scholars’. 
Other religious, as well as metaphysical and philosophical groups, 
have delved into this subject, not in terms of licentiousness or vul- 
garity, but rather in undestanding the spiritual signifigance of 
nakedness and sexuality in the light of revelation. 

Indeed the sexual act is a form of immortality insofar as there would 
be no human race if humans did not join themselves together sexu- 
ally. On the other hand one can also say that death is born of the 
sexual act in that had not the first man and woman made love there 
would have been no children and had there been no children their 
would have been no one to die. 

In any case this subject is not within my remit but is a subject that 
deserves serious consideration and we, as Muslims, must step aside 
from false attitudes and prudish cultural mores and traditions that 
have been forced upon us over the past 300 years or so and we have 
now embraced and defend due to the dominant Christian societies 
routinely rounding on us accusing us of licentiousness based on the 
fact that our Prophet #& had ten wives and various other canards ig- 
noring what is obvious to all that this serves merely to draw atten- 
tion away from their own behaviour which is much more like that of 
Greco-Roman society than it is of a truly Christian one judging by the 
early childhood promiscuity, unwed mothers and high divorce rate. 
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What is instructive is the response of °Adam : to the Judgement of 
Allah and to the explusion of our parents from their Paradisical state 
in the Garden when Allah 3% tells them thay must leave as a result 
of what they have done: 


> : si 3 
eselel Jali, 
qulna *ihbitt: minha jami‘an 
“get down from here the both of you.” 
(Stratu-l-Baqarah 2:38) 
°Adam and Hawa? 2 together immediately say to Allah 3. 


Such Seid Lo ptcilelble ve 


qala rabbana dhalamna °anfusana 
wa-in lam taghfir lana wa tarhamna lanakiinanna mina-|-khasirin 
They said, “Our Lord we have been unjust to our own selves 


and if You do not have mercy on us we shall be from the losers. 
cee -l- “Araf 7:23) 


hes NASI sash leblanc Sas 


ere °adamu mir-rabbihi kalimatin 
fataba “alayhi °innahu huwa-t-tawwabu-r-rahim 
Then °Adam received some words from his Lord 
and He turned towards him. 
He is the Ever-Returning, the Most Merciful. 
(Suratu-l-Bagarah 2:37) 
And these words were the words both of forgiveness and hope. The 
promise of oe ae and the the promise for our future. 


“sh BUSS IAg SstUBleetl Js wire 
OSS HESS 


quina °ihbitt minha jami°an 
fa-°imma ya°tiyannakum minni hudan faman tabi‘a hudaya 
fala khawfun ‘alayhim wala hum yahzaniin 
We said, “Go forth both of you from here 
and surely there will come guidance from Me 
and whoever follows My guidance, 
no fear shall come upon them, nor shall they grieve. 
(Suratu-l-Bagarah 2:38) 
This marks the beginning of the life of human beings on this earth- 
and the conditions for that life — guidance without fear or grief. 
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Both the Christian Bible and the Torah mark the beginnings of the 
redemption of the human race from after the time of °Adam and 
Eve”. In the Qur°an, on the other hand, redemption begins with 
°Adam and Hawa° x@ when, despite their transgression, Allah 3% 
assures them of Forgiveness and Guidance and makes clear that those 
who followa Guidance from Allah 3% will ultimately be successful. 
Yes it is true that there was at that moment no chance of going back 
to the dwelling of joy and happiness of the Garden. They were at 
the mercy of the Lord and they turned repentant unto Allah 3y&. The 
merciful and oft-forgiving Lord blessed °>Adam and Hawa? x@ with 
the most extraordinary words of hope through which °Adam and 
Hawa? x@, and after them any one of their progeny — which is all of 
us — could invoke the mercy, and seek the guidance, of Allah 2%. 
They had been taught the holy names by which they might address 
Allah 3%. So the oft-forgiving merciful Lord took °Adam and his 
wife x¥@ under His Mercy and His Mercy was not only mercy to 
°Adam and Hawa?’ x@ but Guidance, Forgiveness and Mercy for all. 
Now to re-enter the real paradise — to return to the land of eternal 
bliss — we must use our intelligence (‘agl/J4<), and make a choice of 
the clear straight path shown by Allah 3% through the guidance 
(huda/¢+--*) which Allah 3% has made available to us in the midst of 
this world with its opposing contradictory forces of good and evil. 
This guidance was already shown to °Adam x8, who followed it but 
Shaytan refused to follow. He remains, as long as human beings 
dwell in this world, to lead us astray from the true guidance of Allah 
3 then and now. Those who follow this guidance shall walk on the 
straight path, safe from fear and grief, and earn the right to enter the 
heavenly plage not oo in the future ms a0 the eds 


Gide aise 


yaa eayvanihial n-nafsu-l-mutama’innah ¢ 
“ji °i1a rabbiki radiyatan mardiyyatah 
fa-dakhult fi °“ibadi * wa-dakhbuli jannati 
Oh you whose whose soul is at peace! 

Return to your Lord well pleased, well pleasing. 
Enter the ranks of my worshippers — and enter My Garden! 
(Siratu-l-Fajr 90:27-30) 

Ke 
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